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Fearless: Adventures with Extra 
Ordinary Women

Louise Minchin 2013 Nonfiction, Women, Humanity JOIN LOUISE MINCHIN ON 17 EXHILARATING ADVENTURES WITH TRAILBLAZING WOMEN WHO ARE BREAKING DOWN BARRIERS, SMASHING 
RECORDS AND CHALLENGING STEREOTYPES. 'To get to the heart of who these women are… I decided to do it the way that I know best, by taking 
part, spending time right beside them to experience the things they love.' Driven to bring more attention to female stories of courage and 
endeavour, Louise Minchin pushes herself to the extreme and embarks on thrilling endurance adventures with trailblazing women. She freedives 
under the ice in the dark in Finland with Cath, the first woman to swim a mile in the Antarctic Circle; she cycles across Argentina with Mimi, one 
of the world’s most famous female endurance runners; and she swims from Alcatraz with Anaya and Mitali, two young sisters who have braved 
the shark-infested waters over 70 times. With her natural empathy and sense of humour, Louise forms close bonds with 18 incredible women. 
She explores what drives them and how they find the resilience and determination to go on despite life’s setbacks. Lizzie overcame a life-
threatening illness and now paddleboards whilst cleaning up the planet with her community; Rhian set up a charity in the face of grief and 
fundraises through hikes; and Zee took up rugby alongside her busy nursing career and motherhood. Louise reminds us of the bravery inside us 
all, and how essential it is to celebrate women’s achievements. Prepare to be touched and inspired by these fearless women.

Miss Graham’s Cold War 
Cookbook 

Celia Rees 2020 Fiction, Historical Fiction, WWII World War II has just ended, and Britain has established the Control Commission for Germany, which oversees their zone of occupation. The 
Control Commission hires British civilians to work in Germany, rebuild the shattered nation and prosecute war crimes. Somewhat aimless, bored 
with her job as a provincial schoolteacher, and unwilling to live with her stuffy genteel parents any longer, twentysomething Edith Graham 
applies for a job with the Commission—but is instead recruited by the OSS. To them, Edith is perfect spy material…single, ordinary-looking, with 
a college degree in German. And there’s another thing—the OSS knows that Edith’s brother went to Oxford with one of their most hunted war 
criminals, Count Kurt von Stabenow, who Edith remembers all too well from before the war.
Intrigued by the challenge, Edith heads to Germany armed with a convincing cover story: she’s an unassuming schoolteacher sent to help 
resurrect German primary schools. To send information back to her OSS handlers in London, Edith has crafted the perfect alter ego, cookbook 
author Stella Snelling, who writes a popular magazine cookery column that embeds crucial intelligence within the recipes she collects. But 
occupied Germany is awash with other spies, collaborators, and opportunists, and as she’s pulled into their world, Edith soon discovers that no 
one is what they seem to be. The closer she gets to uncovering von Stabenow’s whereabouts—and the network of German civilians who still 
support him—the greater the danger. 

Remarkably Bright Creatures  Shelby Van Pelt 2022 Fiction, Mystery, Magic Realisim After Tova Sullivan's husband died, she began working the night shift at the Sowell Bay Aquarium, mopping floors and tidying up. Keeping busy 
has always helped her cope, which she's been doing since her eighteen-year-old son, Erik, mysteriously vanished on a boat in Puget Sound over 
thirty years ago.Tova becomes acquainted with curmudgeonly Marcellus, a giant Pacific octopus living at the aquarium. Marcellus knows more 
than anyone can imagine but wouldn't dream of lifting one of his eight arms for his human captors--until he forms a remarkable friendship with 
Tova. Ever the detective, Marcellus deduces what happened the night Tova's son disappeared. And now Marcellus must use every trick his old 
invertebrate body can muster to unearth the truth for her before it's too late.

Tell Me Everything Minka Kelly 2023 Nonfiction, Actors, Memoir Minka Kelly takes readers behind the shiny silver-screen facade and reveals just how good an actress she really is. Fans know her as 
the spoiled, rich cheerleader Lyla Garrity on Friday Night Lights or as the affluent, mysterious Samantha on the HBO megahit 
Euphoria. But as revealed for the first time in these pages, Minka Kelly’s life has been anything but easy. Raised by a single mother 
who worked as a stripper and struggled with addiction, Minka spent years waking up in strange apartments as she and her mom 
bounced around the country, relying on friends and relatives to take them in. At times they even lived in storage units. She 
reconnected with her father, Aerosmith’s Rick Dufay, and eventually made her way to LA, where she landed the role of a lifetime on 
Friday Night Lights.
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The Bear Claire Cameron 2014 Fiction, Thriller, Canadian While camping with her family on a remote island, five-year-old Anna awakes in the night to the sound of her mother screaming. A rogue black 

bear, 300 pounds of fury, is attacking the family's campsite, pouncing on her parents as prey. At her dying mother's faint urging, Anna manages 
to get her brother into the family's canoe and paddle away. But when the canoe dumps the two children on the edge of the woods, and the sister 
and brother must battle hunger, the elements, and a dangerous wilderness, we see Anna's heartbreaking love for her family -- and her struggle 
to be brave when nothing in her world seems safe anymore.

The Island of Missing Trees Elif Shafak 2021 Fiction, Historical Fiction, magical realism Two teenagers, a Greek Cypriot and a Turkish Cypriot, meet at a taverna on the island they both call home. In the taverna, hidden beneath 
garlands of garlic, chili peppers and creeping honeysuckle, Kostas and Defne grow in their forbidden love for each other. A fig tree stretches 
through a cavity in the roof, and this tree bears witness to their hushed, happy meetings and eventually, to their silent, surreptitious departures. 
The tree is there when war breaks out, when the capital is reduced to ashes and rubble, and when the teenagers vanish. Decades later, Kostas 
returns. He is a botanist looking for native species, but really, he’s searching for lost love. Years later a Ficus carica grows in the back garden of a 
house in London where Ada Kazantzakis lives. This tree is her only connection to an island she has never visited -- her only connection to her 
family’s troubled history and her complex identity as she seeks to untangle years of secrets to find her place in the world.

The Lost Book of Bonn Brianna LaBuskes 2024 Fiction, Historical Fiction, WWII For fans of The Rose Code and The Librarian Spy comes another literary themed historical novel from the author of The Librarian of Burned 
Books. Germany, 1946: Emmy Clarke is a librarian not a soldier. But that doesn’t stop the Library of Congress from sending her overseas to 
Germany to help the Monuments Men retrieve and catalog precious literature that was plundered by the Nazis. The Offenbach Archival Depot 
and its work may get less attention than returning art to its rightful owners, but for Emmy, who sees the personalized messages on the inside of 
the books and the notes in margins of pages, it feels just as important. On Emmy’s first day at work, she finds a poetry collection by Rainer Maria 
Rilke, and on the title page is a handwritten “To Annelise, my brave Edelweiss Pirate.” Emmy is instantly intrigued by the story behind the 
dedication and becomes determined to figure out what happened. The hunt for the rightful owner of the book leads Emmy to two sisters, a 
horrific betrayal, and an extraordinary protest against the Nazis that was held in Berlin at the height of the war. Nearly a decade earlier, 
hundreds of brave women gathered in the streets after their Jewish husbands were detained by the Gestapo. Through freezing rain and RAF 
bombings, the women faced down certain death and did what so few others dared to do under the Third Reich. They said no. Emmy grapples 
with her own ghosts as she begins to wonder if she’s just chasing two more. What she finds instead is a powerful story of love, forgiveness, and 
courage that brings light to even the darkest of postwar days. 

The Midnight Library  Matt Haig 2020 Fiction, Fantasy, Magic realism Between life and death there is a library.

When Nora Seed finds herself in the Midnight Library, she has a chance to make things right. Up until now, her life has been full of misery and 
regret. She feels she has let everyone down, including herself. But things are about to change.

The books in the Midnight Library enable Nora to live as if she had done things differently. With the help of an old friend, she can now undo 
every one of her regrets as she tries to work out her perfect life. But things aren't always what she imagined they'd be, and soon her choices 
place the library and herself in extreme danger.

Before time runs out, she must answer the ultimate question: what is the best way to live?
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The Place of Tides  James Rebanks 2024 Nonfiction, Nature, animals One afternoon many years ago, James Rebanks met an old woman on a remote Norwegian island. She lived and worked alone on a tiny rocky 

outcrop, caring for wild Eider ducks and gathering their down. Hers was a centuries-old trade that had once made men and women rich, but had 
long been in decline. Still, somehow, she seemed to be hanging on.

Back at home, Rebanks couldn’t stop thinking about the woman on the rocks. She was fierce and otherworldly – and yet strangely familiar. Years 
passed. Then, one day, he wrote her a letter, asking if he could return. Bring work clothes, she replied, and good boots, and come her health was 
failing. And so he travelled to the edge of the Arctic to witness her last season on the island.

This is the story of that season. It is the story of a unique and ancient landscape, and of the woman who brought it back to life. It traces the 
pattern of her work from the rough, isolated toil of bitter winter, building little wooden huts that will protect the ducks come spring; to the 
elation of the endless summer light, when the birds leave behind their precious down for the woman to gather, like feathered gold.

Slowly, Rebanks begins to understand that this woman and her world are not at all what he had previously thought. As the weeks pass, what 
began as a journey of escape becomes an extraordinary lesson in self-knowledge and forgiveness.

The Widow John Grisham 2025 Fiction, Mystery, Thriller Simon Latch is a lawyer in rural Virginia, making just enough to pay his bills while his marriage slowly falls apart. Then into his office walks 
Eleanor Barnett, an elderly widow in need of a new will. Apparently, her husband left her a small fortune, and no one knows about it.

Once he hooks the richest client of his career, Simon works quietly to keep her wealth under the radar. But soon her story begins to crack. When 
she is hospitalized after a car accident, Simon realizes that nothing is as it seems, and he finds himself on trial for a crime he swears he didn’t 
commit: murder.

Simon knows he’s innocent. But he also knows the circumstantial evidence is against him, and he could spend the rest of his life behind bars. To 
save himself, he must find the real killer….

We All Live Here Jojo Moyes 2025 Fiction, Romance, family Lila Kennedy has a lot on her plate. A broken marriage, two wayward daughters, a house that is falling apart, and an elderly stepfather who 
seems to have quietly moved in. Her career is in freefall and her love life is . . . complicated. So when her real dad—a man she has barely seen 
since he ran off to Hollywood thirty-five years ago—suddenly appears on her doorstep, it feels like the final straw. But it turns out even the 
family you thought you could never forgive might have something to teach you: about love, and what it actually means to be family.


